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ABSTRACT

This research explored educational preparation of private higher education institutions
in Thailand to deal with the emergence of ASEAN Economic Community or AEC. The objectives
of this study were 1) to examine the educational preparation in private higher education
institutions in Thailand in order to cope with ASEAN Economic Community, and 2) to explore
the recommendations of educational prepation at the private higher education institutions
in Thailand within the ASEAN Economic Community context. The informants consisted of 32
administrators, 96 supporting personnel, and 160 lecturers. The total numbers of sample were
288 people. The research instrument was a set of questionnaire in accordance with educational
preparation of private higher education institutions in Thailand dealing with ASEAN Economic
Community with the Index of Item-Objective Congruence (I0C) which was higher than 0.5 in
every item. Besides, the IOC was applied to find the Cronbach's alpha coefficient of reliability
which was 0.957, higher than 0.2 of the discrimination in every item. Statistics used for data
analysis were frequency, percentage, mean and standard deviation. The findings suggested that
private higher education institutions in Thailand were overall well prepared at a high level in
all three areas of educational preparation. However, the readiness concerning with personnel's
knowledge was ranked first while the area of instructional curriculum was placed second, also,
it was followed by the administration aspect respectively. According to recommmendations drawn
from the respondents for the educational preparation of private higher education institutions
in Thailand dealing with the ASEAN Economic Community were as follows: 1) For the aspect
of personnel development, the administrators advised that 1.1) English training courses should
be provided to strengthen English proficiency of the personnel in order to create knowledge
and understanding of individual ASEAN country member among the workers and 1.2) organizing
personnel exchange program between the educational institute and other international
institutes was recommended. 2) In the areas of instructional curriculum, the administrators
suggested that 2.1) more teaching and learning in English should be conducted in classroom

and 2.2) at least 10% of all compulsory courses in each curriculum must be English courses.
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3) For the administratives’ aspect, it was suggested that 3.1) the budget should be allocated

to activities that promote knowledge based resources on ASEAN Community network and

3.2) the administrative plan should be appropriately designed with an emphasis on integrated

administration.

KEYWORDS: Educational Readiness, ASEAN Economic Community: AEC, Private Higher Education
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