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ABSTRACT

Higher education in Thailand is developing rapidly to meet the needs of learners. Work
Integrated Learning (WIL), by means of cooperative learning, enables students to learn and
develop skills that are needed by the employers. It is based on the core learning theory
that supports the creation of professional experiences for students to apply the theory to
the work. It is also problem-based learning that students will encounter when they put
the theory into practice. The idea of employing cooperative students has encountered a
problem in that these students are technically not “employees” under labor contracts
and therefore, not protected under existing labor laws. There is a prevailing risk of applying
existing labor laws to practitioners and/or cooperative students themselves, particularly in
cases of injury and/or illness while at work. Although there are no specific laws governing
the work protection of cooperative students, there are certain laws that could relate to the
practice of cooperative students. The “Promotion of Skill Development Act B.C. 2002” and
also the “Notification of the Ministry of Labor on the labor protection for trained workers"
may apply. These subordinate legislations were issued by virtue of Article 12 of the Act
but are not all inclusive. Therefore, the state should review policies and practices regarding
the work protection for cooperative education students. WIL is an important component of
student learning and should be supported by the Thai government to enable cooperative

education students in higher education to be effective in a real-world working environment.

KEYWORDS: Work Protection, Internship, Cooperative Education
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